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Affairs of FRANCE: 


Purg’d from the Errors and Partiality of Newf Writers 


and Petty-Statefmen, of all Sides. 


Saturday, May 20. 1704. 


Ur laft Paper obferv’d, tkat in this 

Evil of Duelling, as in moft ether 

Cafes, feveral Effzys were made 

as a Remedy before it was brought to Per- 

feétion. Lewis XIII. made as fevere Ediéts 

againft it, as any body could expeét, ha- 

ving every day fome Broil or other among 

his Nobility; and Cardinal ‘Richliex claims 

the Honour of making the firft Edié of this 
Nature. 

But there were two Deficiencies in all 
they Attempted upon that Head, which 
the Prefent King of France effeétually fup- 
plyed. 

Firft, Tho’ the Fdi& was fevere enough, 
the King fuffered himfelf to be prevailed 
with, by Interceffiun, tu remit the Execu- 
tion of the Sentence, till he came to be 
Infulted in his very Pallace Royal, and 
have Murthers committed, and Duels 
fought under the very Windows of his 


_ Bed-Chamber. 


This ferv’d to convince the World, that 
this Evil was too predominant to he Cyred 
with CommonA pplication ; that fomething 
out of the Ordinary way of Juftice, muft 
be done to fupprefs fo uncommon a Mif- 
chief. 

The fecond Dificiency was the not pro- 
viding an Equivalent Satisfaétion to the 


Nicer part of the Gentry, in Points of He 
nour; and this has alfo been cffettuallg 
provided againft, as will appear in the Se- 
quel of this Paper. 1 fhall affert nothing 
of this Nature, without giving Examples, 
as to Faét: The firft Story I find in the 
time of Lewis XIII. after the laft Bdigt a- 
gainft Duelling, which he thought was-ve- 
ry fevere, was in the Marquifs De Praftin, 
Son to the Marefhal ofthat Name, who 
Challeng’d , Feught with, and Wounded 
the Baron de Bar, 

His Sentence was immediately Sign’d by 
the King ; he was depriv'd of his Place :of 
Liettenant General, and Banifh’d the 
Court for feven Years; but after as many 
Months, was Reftored to all again, by the 
Powerful Interceffion of the Marethal his 
Father. 

But I fhall finifh this Article with the Ea- 
mous Story of Monfieur Bouteville ;. shan 
which none ever made more noife in the 
time when "twas done. 

The Sieur de Bouteville was. a Man of 
known Bravery, but intotlerably Quarrel- 
fome, and grew fo the Common Bully of 
the Court, that no Man could challenge 
the Character of a Man of Courage, but it 
would be ask’d it he had fought Boute- 


ville. 
Y The 


The King had no fooner publifh’d hi 
Edié&t againit Duelling, but as if it had 
been contriv’d on purpofe toA ffront his Ma- 

fty, he Challeng’d Monfteur-de Thorigny, 
and kill’d him 3 he was oblig’d to Retreat 
upon this, but fo far from flying the King- 
dom, or Suing for Pardon, that the next 
Year he fought with /z Berté, and one of the 
~ Seconds was kin’d there, but Jz Berté a Brave 
Stour Fellow, and a rare Swordf-man, came 
‘off with the Advantage of him. 

For thefe two A@tions he was oblig’d to 
flie to Flanders, which was then under the 
Government of the Arch-DatchefS of Au- 
ftria, who receiv’d him with great Cour- 
tefy, but made him give her his promife, 
that he would not fight with any Man in 
the Limits of her Government. Upon the 

~ Powerful Interceffion of this Princefs, the 
King was prevail’d upon to Pardon him,and 
he had Liberty to return to France, but 
not to Court. 

Bouteville, who knew not how to go- 
vern himfelfeither in good or bad Circum- 
ftances, accepts the Pardon, and returns to 
France , but was fo far from fubmitting 
patiently to the {mall feverity of od 
himfelf from Court, that he openly Vow’ 
he would not only come there, but would 
fight there on the firft occafion, within the 
very Palace-Rovyal. 

As he took the freedom to talk this 
Publickly, it came to che King’s Ear, who. 
tho’ he tock no notice of the Words, muft 
of neceffity be provok’d, and prepar’d to 
refent the Aétion. ae 

However, it feems Bourevile was refulv’d 
to be as good as his word, and accordingly 
Raving an old Quarrel wich the Marquiis 
de Beuurcn Buffy, be {cnt him word he was 
come from Flanders on purpofe to give him 
Satisfaétion; theMarquils asBrave as himfelt 
had been fo eager to fight him, that te had 
follow’d him intoFlanders; bucBewnuron being 
Engag’d in Honour to the Arch-Dutchels, 
not to fight while he was in her Court,. 
he could not Anfwer him there, ‘but now 
refolv’d to meet him 5, and Accordingly 
they nimed the fpot, fatally enough for 
whem: both, ta the Palace-Reyaly they 
met three againft three, Bonteville, des 
Chapelles, and la Berté, againft Benuron, 
B Amboysfe, and Bonquerte D’ Am: 


s 


‘on a fuddain they parlyed, refolv’d to giv 


Ja Berté defperately wounded by 
and Bouteville with Beuuron, bad quitt 
their Swords, and clofeing in, were 4 
tempting to handle thejr Daggers, w 


one another their Lives, 
Friends, ; 

We may be fure the King was Incens’d 
to the laft Degree at this Infulence, and 
tho” his Majefty was not ofa very Conflant 
Temper, yet in this Cafe he could never 
bealter’d ; Boutewile and des Chapelles were 
taken, the veft Efcap’d; twas in vain to 
make Interceffion for them, the King Or- 
dered their Procefs betore the Parliament, 
who Condemn’d them both, and they were 
Publickly Beheaded at the Greve. 

I may fay, without Refleélion, the King’s 
Lenity was the Ruin of thefe Men, and 
leflened the Value of his Ediét, and this is 
the Caufe of telling the Story. 

We find the Prefent King of France cur’d 
this Evil, by taking a Solemn Oath, that he 
wotld never Pardon any Man that fhould 
be Guilty in this Cafe. a 

And as in England we often find out Me- 
thods to prevent or evade the Sence of a 
Law, fo it was here — The Gentle- 
men, 4s if they were fond of killing one ane~ 
ther, found oura way to fight without the 
Formality of a Challenge : for Example; If 
two Perfons agreed rv fight, they would Or- 
der Matters fo as to meet in the Street, and 
commence fome Cafual occafion of Quare 
rel, as a Juftle, Treading on one anothers 
Toes, and the like; upon which a fight 
would happen, as if it had been all by Ca- 
fualty, and this was not call’d a Duel, but 
a encounter; and this fhift prevail’d fo, 
that in Time the firft Law would have been 
rendered ineffectual by it ; but to prevent 
this Encroachment upon the Law, the 
King cauled it to be Inferted in his Ediét, 
Duel or Rencounter, and thus this Miflchief 
ftop’d, as well as the other, 

To finith the Defign of preventing the 


and go part theii 


i 
; 
2 


Fatal Quarrels of the Gentry, and at the 


fame time the Effect was fupprefs’d, fup- 
prefs the Caufe, this Court of the Mare. 

fhals was concriv’d. 
In this Court,defcrib’d-as before, dueRe- 
parat: »n was made to any Perfon in cafe of 
Per- 


| ‘onal Affronts, Examples 
not be unacceptable to Illuftrate the Mat- fro 
ter, that the Reader may underftand thefe 
he are not writ with fo little Regard to 
 ‘Hiftory, as fome People imagin. 


ne 


and fome 


a 
f 


Firft, They provide that a Man fhall not 


be Challenged to fight, and this is remark- 


able ina late Inftance, in the Court of the 


Late King “ames, an Jrifh Captain, in 


the late Kng’s Troops, and not in Commif- 
fion from the King of France, Quarrell’d 
with a Major ofthe fame Nation, but who 
had a French Commiffion ; the Quarrel hap- 


: pening in the Major’s Chamber, he opens 
the Wi 


indow and calls in the People, and 


 fecuring the Captain, fwears a Challenge 


upon him; the Matter had a long Tryal, 
but the Major being the King of France’s 


~ Officer, the Captain was Condemn’d, and 


died for it. 

Tis true that there happen’d frequent 
Quarfels, Duels, and Killings among the 
Subjeéts of the Late King Fames, which 
the French Court took no Cognizance of, 
in refpeét to the King, and their being un- 


der his immediate Government: and the 


Cafe of the Marquifs de Flamerin is Re- 
markable’; He had fought a Duel, and 
Kil’d a Gentleman in France, 1 cannot 
learn the Name of the Perfon kill'd, but 
the Marquifs fled tor it, came over hither, 
and liv’d feveral Years in the Court of Eng- 
Jand, and at the Revolution, entred him- 
felf into King Fames’s Service, aad went 
over with him. 

One of the Firft Requefts the late King 
made to the King of France, was for this 
Gentleman’s Pardon; His Majefty an- 
fwer’d, That ke Iook’d upon him as an 
Englifoman, and one of his Subjeéts, 
and in that Capacity he had nothing to fay 
to him, having refelved that al] His May- 
fty of England’s Subjects fhould be under 
no furifdiétion but his own; but if he 
Spoke of him as a Subjeét of France, he 
had: nothing. to expe& but the urmoft Se- 
verity. - 

1 cannot but’ make a fmzll Digrefiion 
here with Relation to our ftrange Neglect 
ef thefe or like Cafes in Englund, tho’ 
at the fame time it (¢ems we call our felves 
a Civiliz’d Nation; and as we ate giving 
Inftances of Affairs abroad, it may.not be 


eee J =e per. | 


may atall improper to obferve fomething here 


ma certain Cafe tryed at the Queen’s- 
Bench Bar the laft Term, between the 
Queen and one Mr. Denew with others: ¥ 
Slag no Refieétionson any Side, let rhe 

ruth be a Reflegtion as the Faét lays it 


. Mr. D brings a Challenge from 
Sir G—— & —to one Mr. C. which 
he accepts 3 the Offence asthe Indi& ment 
fets forth was, that he had enquir’d after 
SirG R— abruptly, and in-an odd 
Manner, which methinks is but an odd Sort 
of an Affront for any Gentleman to feek 


_anotherMan’s Life for,or to hazard his own. 


But it eems this other Gentleman, with 
feveral more who were Indi&ed with him, 
efpoufe the Principal’s Quarrel, fo much, 
that after they had challeng’d him for Sir 
o—— they alfo chaHeng’d him 


for themfelves ; and he refufing to fight 


them all, as well he might, one of them 
attempts to affaflinate him in the Street, 
the other comes and brings hima Paper. 
of Acknowledgment to Sign, and tefs 
him, he had oe but the Signing thé 
Paper to fave his Life; for that there were 
Twenty of them would ftand by Sir G— 
——- and if he would not Sign that Pa 
per, he mouft go out and fight him for one. 
_ "Tis not the Defign of this Paper toen- 
ter into the Merits of the Caufe, or med« 
die on either Sides nor is this afperfin 
any Body, being nothing but what was fai 
and fworn in open Court. But if my Ob« 
fervations are a compleat Satyr on the De- 
ficiencies of our Laws, I cannot help that. 
Firft, If carrying a Challenge had been 
as Criminal here as in France, beth he that 
carryed it, and he that fent it, would“have 
been brought to the Scaffold or the Halter 
without more Delay, and all the “Trouble 
and Danger had been fav'd. 
Secondly, I obferve, *tis ftrange to me 
that our Court of Juftice could bear to hear 
a Man own ke carryed a Challenge, and 
the other own he agreed to, accept it, and 
appointed the Place 5. To the Honour of the 
King of France, wo fuch Language dart’ be 
Spoken in bis whole: Kingdom; but Mrs 
¢ had been as Criminal there for 
making an Appointment to fight, as if he 
had aétually fought and kill’d kim. ” 
$ 
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or “a, 


fons were foundGuilty of aflaffinating the 
Gentleman with all the Adverbs of the In- 
didtnent, as bafely, malicioully, and with 
Nefign to fhed his Blood, &c. asthe Law- 
yers take Care to fet it forth, and what’s 


Apvice fromthe 


HE Society has been oblig’d to poft- 

pone their ufual Bufinefs, to defend 
themfelves for fome time againft the Accu- 
fations of fome angry Gentlemen ;.but as 
they refolve to let the Reputation pf their 
‘Society depend upon the Meric of their 
Performance, they have voted to take up 
no more of their tim2 with their own Cale, 
except where they are very ill us‘d, in 
which the Author anfwers them in the 
Words of a Poet, ‘of as:much Temper as 
he can pretend to. | 


Nec quifquam noceat Cupido mibi Pacis,at ili 
Qui me commovit melius now tangere, Clamo 
Flebit, © Infignis tora camtabitur Urbe, 

: Horace. 


To return therefore tq our Bufinels. 

An honeft Gentleman of a: good Town, 
not far from another good Fown in Wils- 
foire, made a doleful Complaint to the 
Society by a Letter, that being a Candi- 
date for the Coroner’s Place of the Coua- 
ty, he came -into a Publick Houfe of the 
Town, to enquire fot a:Friend, who he 
was told, was there.; and going into a 
Room where he thought his: Friend was, 
and asking for him, found other Company 
there thao he a sone whereupon he 
immediately withdrew with the Ceremony 
of his Hat, and a beg your Pardon, Gentle- 


eC. 

‘The Gentlemen exprefy'd no Difguft or 
Refentmenc at all; but as this Perfon went 
from them up Stairs, to feek above jn the 
Houle for bis Friend , one-of them follows 
him, and reaching his Hand thro’ the 
Ballifters, ftab’d him-into¢he Back. 


been in fuch a Cafe, I refer tl 
judge by fome of the Cafes in our: 1 
others yet to come. Reploia is 


a 


eS mR 
Scandalous C1 vu p.. 

As the Gentleman had lain a long time 
ill of the Wound, and all P eople thou 
he would have dyed, the Complaint — 
not made fooner, but that Danger be 
rey he applys himfelf by a Friend.to the 

uty. bac 

The’ Spciety, before they came to any. 
Refolation about the Gentleman, caus’d— 
it to be noted in their Book, how greatly 
this Nation ftands in need of. a Court of Ho- 
nour, for preventing,punifhing,aod making, 
Repararion in fuch-villainousCafes as thefe. 

As tothe Gentleman, they ordered a 
Letter to be written to him, to tell him he 
cught to caufe Arhdavits of the Fa& and — 
Circumftances to be made before a Juftite 
of the Peace, and when chat was done, they 
defir'd to hear farther. ' 

Bur they were ftrangely farpriz’d, when — 
by Return of the Poft, roc plaka Ac- 
count, that it was the Juftice of the Peace 
that had done it; whereupon the whole 
Story refolv’d into this Ejaculation: How — 
reafonable an Adirefs that was of the Honfe 
of Lords, relating to the removing fome of 
our Country Fuftices from an Employ- 
ment they are fo unfit for. 

Dvertifements are taken in by J. Matthews, 
A in Pilkington-Cowrt in Little oe — 

ADVERTISEMENTS. — 
Books Sold by Je fuged 

in St. pots Aa als 1 —S 

1.RiI. CluAndrea Tacqueti Rlementa. , 
V 4. \Guil, Whifter. eae — "Goa Bates 
Praxis Medica, ad frifcam obfervandi Yationem re 
vocunda, Libri duo, 8vO. —— Epigrammatum- 
Deleius ex ommbus tum Ucteribus tum Recentioriq 
bus, uccuratd dectr; tues quibwe bac fextd Editione 
or ih = ras Specimen ex nuperis 
muximé Poetis ad e¢ vat enon, 5 
ufum Scbode porte onde tla si! 
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